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Stewards of God’s Grace: July 2021 
Stewards of our life together   
 

We came to Canada Day this year tattered as a nation. The news in 

early June of a Muslim family murdered by vehicle in London Ontario 

was quickly followed by reports of hundreds of unmarked graves 

being discovered at Indian Residential School sites in British Columbia and Saskatchewan. Past and 

present racial tensions collide in these events and we are painfully reminded that justice and peace is 

not experienced by all Canadians nor is the dignity of every human being yet realized in our national 

life. Hence we heard debates about how to celebrate Canada Day this year. You may have been part 

of these conversations in your family or community and know how hard they can be.  

 

As Christians, we promise in our baptismal covenant to “serve Christ in all persons”, loving our 

neighbour as ourselves. As individuals and as churches we know all too well that sometimes we fail 

to do so. The good news is that our God is one who encourages confession, offers forgiveness and 

enables us to begin again. God gives us grace to acknowledge our sinfulness and power to rebuild 

and repair that which is broken in our personal and civic lives. There is freedom and hope in this. The 

prophet Jeremiah knew profoundly that the welfare of the Jewish people was bound up with the 

welfare of other nations and peoples. When the majority of the nation’s leaders were taken into exile 

in Babylon, Jeremiah wrote to them from Jerusalem. He told them to “seek the welfare of the city to 

which you go in exile and pray to the Lord on its behalf; for your welfare is bound up in its welfare.” (Jer. 29:7, 

Common Jewish Bible) Our lives as people of faith, as Canadians and as citizens of the world are bound 

up with one another—the Covid pandemic has certainly taught us that—and we have a responsibility 

as Christians to work for the common good.  

 

Stewarding our civic and political life is one aspect of stewardship, caring for the fabric of our 

common life. Learning about the issues facing our society, praying together about them, participating 

in debate and discussion with others, resisting all forms of discrimination (including systemic and 

accidental racism) that diminish and demean people, joining efforts to make things better and giving 

to projects and organizations that work for justice, reconciliation and peace are all ways of 

stewarding our common life. It’s important that as people of faith and hope we do all we can to make 

a positive difference and demonstrate the love and grace of God in practical and concrete ways. 

 

Consider praying the Collect for Canada Day every day in July for ourselves and our nation. May our 

prayers strengthen us all for the work of truth, justice and reconciliation. 

Almighty God,  

whose wisdom and whose love are over all,  

accept the prayers we offer for our nation. 

Give integrity to its citizens and wisdom to those in authority, 

that harmony and justice may be secured in obedience to your will;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. Amen.   


